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lehmed (pictured) creatored the GVSU Students for Sidewalks group after a number of
. Capt. Brandon DeHaan said only one of the accidents was a result of the lack of sidewalks.

) about the lack of sidewalks and
ting along the road and encours other students to do the same.
)n the GVSU Students for Sideks Facebook page, Sutton and
timed posted contact information
Allendale Township and FaciliPlanning in an effort to get more
lents engaged in voicing their
cerns.
I didn’t think we were neces

sarily going to get as many mem
bers as we did, but I know there are
people out there who care about it,
so there’s more than just what I can
do,” Mehmed said. ‘‘You have to get
a big enough group of people who
want something changed.”
Sutton added that the group also
encouraged students taking the
myGVSU survey to indicate they
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holster to protest for the right to carry concealed weapons.

Students protest for
concealed carry at GV
By Anya Zentmeyer and Molly Waite
GVL Staff
Courtesy photo / Google Images

GVL / Ran* Martin

Most of the

As an executive board member for Grand Valley
State University’s chapter of Students for Concealed
Carry, Brad Rivard says he is among the most lawabiding segment of society.
“I am licensed by the state to carry in a host of
places, I have undergone a background check by both
the state and FBI, I have never committed a felony
or misdemeanor or even been convicted of a reckless
driving offense.” Rivard said.
Rivard and about 20 other students from the now
37-member strong group are wearing empty holsters
on their sides through tomorrow as a symbolic pro
test to both GVSU policy and the state law, which
prohibits carrying concealed weapons in dorms and
classrooms on campus even with a concealed-carry
permit (CPL).
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Not stepping down: Juniors Nick Sutton and Nathan Mehmed (pictured) creatored the GVSU Students for Sidewalks group after a number of

pedestrians were hit near 48th Street and Pierce last fall. Capt. Brandon DeHaan said only one of the accidents was a result of the lack of sidewalks.

in the last five years. He said the in
vestigation determined the accident
was a result of Somples failing to
stop at the driveway and look both
ways before crossing the road.
Most other accidents, DeHaan
said, are either intersection-related
or weather-related.
After almost hitting a pedestrian
while driving down 48th, Mehmed
said he emailed Allendale Town

PBT,” said Capt. Brandon De
Haan, assistant director of Pub
lic Safety. “So in that case we
provide the service to them free
of charge. I’ve heard of other
police departments charging
anywhere from $3 to up to $20
per test.”
To meet the conditions of
their probation, students must
report to the DPS offices at a
pre-determined time each morn
ing to undergo testing. If they
are late, fail to show up or test

GW. Staff Writer
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OTQI

ship about the lack of sidewalks and
lighting along the road and encour
ages other students to do the same.
On the GVSU Students for Side
walks Facebook page, Sutton and
Mehmed posted contact information
for Allendale Township and Facili
ties Planning in an effort to get more
students engaged in voicing their
concerns.
“I didn’t think we were neces

sarily going to get as many mem
bers as we did, but 1 know there are
people out there who care about it,
so there’s more than just what I can
do,” Mehmed said. “You have to get
a big enough group of people who
want something changed.”
Sutton added that the group also
encouraged students taking the
myGVSU survey to indicate they

t
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positive for illegal substances,
DPS contacts the student’s pro
bation officer. It is then up to
the probation officer whether
jail time will be enforced or if
a court hearing will be sched
uled.
In addition to mandatory
testing, DPS and Ottawa Coun
ty Sheriff officers often conduct
specified checks on individuals
who are on probation, including

At Grand Valley State Uni
versity, 121 students are cur
rently on probation, including
some who are out on conditional
bond. According to the Depart
ment of Public Safety, the most
common reason for probation is
drug or alcohol offenses.
After the initial citation or
See Probation, A2
arrest, a court hearing is held
to determine further dis
ciplinary action. Penalties
range from fines to proba
tion to jail time, depend
ing on the severity of the
crime and whether or not
the accused is a repeat
offender. For alcohol or
drug-related
offenses,
probation sentencing of
ten includes mandatory
preliminary breath tests
(PBTs) or drug testing.
“Whether it’s in this
county or another, a judge
often identifies that a stu Perpetual cyda: A GVPD officer arrests a student for a probation violation. Most of the
dent needs to take a daily school's 121 probationers have to undergo regular drug and alcohol testing, which many fail.
>ome
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holster to protest for the right to carry concealed weapons.

Students protest for
concealed carry at GV
By Anya Zentmeyer and Molly Waite
GW. Staff
Courtesy photo / Google Images

As an executive board member for Grand Valley
State University’s chapter of Students for Concealed
Carry, Brad Rivard says he is among the most lawabiding segment of society.
“I am licensed by the state to carry in a heist of
places, I have undergone a background check by both
the state and FBI, I have never committed a felony
or misdemeanor or even been convicted of a reckless
driving offense,” Rivard said.
Rivard and about 20 other students from the now
37-member strong group are wearing empty holsters
on their sides through tomorrow as a symbolic pro
test to both GVSU policy and the state law, which
prohibits carrying concealed weapons in dorms and
classrooms on campus even with a concealed-carry
permit (CPL).
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Women return to play after a
month away from the courts

Students revive
sidewalk concerns
with student group
Grand Valley State University ju
nior Nathan Mehmed says without
sidewalks, he’ll never walk along
48th Street or Pierce again.
“There’s no walk-ability at all —
you have to cut through apartment
complexes and through the mud
unless you walk on the shoulder of
the road, which is gravel,” Mehmed
said. “I’ve experienced almost get
ting hit, and I’m never walking down
the side of that road again.”
Mehmed and senior Nick Sut
ton are the co-creators of the group
GVSU Students for Sidewalks,
which cropped up on Facebook last
October after GVSU student Zach
ary Somples was hit by a car while
biking along Pierce Street. Somples
suffered traumatic brain injury as
well as injuries to his spinal cord,
clavicle and pelvis.
Capt. Brandon DeHaan. assistant
director of the Department of Public
Safety, said this was the only acci
dent between 42nd Avenue and 48th
Avenue that involved a pedestrian or
bicyclist on that stretch of roadway
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wanted road improvements like
sidewalks and street lighting. Neal
Rogness, co-chair of the myGVSU
survey, said findings from the cli
mate study will not be available un
til summer.
Tim Thimmesch, assistance vice
president for Facilities Services at
GVSU, said the lack of sidewalks
and lighting along 48th Street has
been a topic of discussion between
university administration and Al
lendale Township on multiple oc
casions. Jerry Alkema, Allendale
Township supervisor, said road im
provements along 48th Street are
currently scheduled for 2015.
Where Pierce Street is concerned,

T himmesch said sidewalk and light
ing improvements have an estimated
cost of just under $1 million. T here
are no immediate plans for sidewalk
construction there, he said, since
construction is subject to funding
availability at the university.
“It kind of goes back to Grand
Valley’s mission statement: Edu
cating students to shape their lives,
their professions and their societies,”
Sutton said. “I think that Grand Val
ley should try and educate students
to shape their societies - meaning
shape where they live. Having stu
dents say, ‘We want sidewalks, we
want safety, we want to promote
sustainability by being able to walk
without being worried about get
ting hit by a car, instead of having
to drive.'”

Probation
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Weapons

continued from page A1

Probation
is not a right,
it's a privilage.
With that, there
are certain
stipulations/7

continued from page A1

students who live oft cam
pus. Since August 2010,
DPS has recorded 31 pro
bation violations.
“Probation is not a
right, it’s a privilege.”
DeHaan said. “With that,
there are certain stipula
tions. The most common
cause for students violat
ing probation is use of al
cohol or other narcotics.”
Recent GVSU gradu
ate Garrett Pelican is one
of many students who
make it through the pro
bation system each year.
Pelican was a passenger in
a friend’s car when an of
ficer pulled them over for
failure to maintain a lane
and flicking what the offi
cer thought was a joint out
of the car window. Once
pulled over, the friend ad
mitted the pair had been
smoking marijuana.
Although
initially
. charged with possession
;of marijuana. Pelican’s
lawyer was able to get
his charge reduced to
marijuana use. However,
Pelican still received 12
months probation through
the 52nd District Court in
Hudsonville, Mich.
f “Initially,
probation
wks frusfaffingly restric
tive,” Pelican said. “All
marijuana-related charges
demand that the defendant
have his driver’s license
suspended for a minimum
of six months. Losing
my license was the most
annoying aspect of the
process if only because I
wasn’t cited for any ve
hicular charge.”
Beyond the license
suspension, probation pro
hibits the use of controlled
substances - alcohol and
their substitutes. Although
Pelican was of legal drink
ing age, he could not con
sume alcohol while on
probation. He underwent

-Capt. Brandon DeHaan
Assistant director,
GVSU Department of
Public Safety

monthly testing for illicit
substances in addition to
meeting with his probation
officer, who could also or
der random drug tests with
a few days’ notice.
“At our first meeting,
my probation officer and I
were not friendly,” Pelican
said. “With every meeting
after, it was more casual
and conversational.”
Overall, Pelican said he
found the probation pro
cess to be bearable.
“I believe marijuana
should be decriminalized
and regulated,” he said.
“That said, it is not pres
ently legal, so my punish
ment was fair. Our law
enforcement should place
more emphasis on meting
out punishments and jus
tice to felons and dangeroil^ cntiTKals rather than
college kids with misde
meanors, but that’s a de
bate for another time.”
Pelican said he com
pleted his probation by
simply committing to the
system.
“The best advice once
you're in a hole is to stop
digging,” he said. “Analo
gies aside, if you’re on
probation, do not violate.
It is possible to fool the
system and the tests, but
craftier individuals than
you have failed. Do your
time, stay out of trouble
and use the experience as
one for learning.”

Grand Valley Lanthorn
Thursday, April 7,2011

Sutton said all urgencies aside,
he understands why the university
has not been able to move forward
as quickly as students would like.
“Grand Valley’s enrollment has
increased about 50 percent over the
last 10 years, so 10 years ago there
weren’t as many students living
here, off-campus wasn’t as popular
as it is now, so we need to do some
catching up,” Sutton said.
However, Mehmed said he thinks
that as the student body grows, the
university should anticipate these is
sues in advance.
“I think that in general, there
needs to be an infrastructure im
provement for pedestrians on and
off-campus,” Mehmed said. “Espe
cially w ith the amount of proposed
growth that there is; there needs to

“We feel that Michigan law
and subsequently the student
code wrongfully preclude quali
fied individuals from the ability
to defend themselves and poten
tially the lives of others,” said
James Gallagher, another SCC
executive board member. “If I am
legally allowed to carry in a bank,
grocery store, movie theater and
nearly all other places, why does
crossing an imaginary line onto
campus all of a sudden deem me
not safe? The law is at worst un
constitutional, at best lacking all
common sense and logic.”
From a law enforcement
standpoint, Capt. Brandon De
Haan, assistant director of the
GVSU Department of Public
Safety, said one concern about
citizens carrying firearms is the
risk of these citizens being mis
taken for a suspect.
“If there are armed, non-uniformed citizens, it makes it very
difficult for law enforcement to
determine who is the aggressor,”
DeHaan said. “When officers re
spond to a shcx>ter situation, they
are looking for the person with a
gun.”
DeHaan added that police of
ficers are trained to deal with the
high stress of a gun-related situa
tion like a schixil shooting.
“There are certain factors that
take place during perkxls of high
stress,4 I>eHaan said. '‘Police
officers receive many hours of
training based on dynamic envi

be a plan in advance, and not just
them trying to catch up.”
In an additional act of advocacy,
the. Campus Affairs Committee of
GVSU’s Student Senate passed a
resolution on Dec. 9 urging GVSU’s
administration and facilities plan
ning to “create a safe environment
for pedestrians along Pierce Street
between 48th Street and South Cam
pus Drive.”
“Our student’s concern is very
understandable as off campus hous
ing has increased in recent years and
resulted in the increase to pedes
trian and bicycle traffic along both
of these streets,” Thimmesch said.
“The university is also looking for
ward to these needs being met in the
future.”

ronments and experiences. Dur
ing perkxls of high stress, motor
skills are often lost.”
Rivard said he only advocates
concealed carry to licensed CPL
holders, not all students.
“CPL holders undergo train
ing in the use of deadly force, the
only three instances it can be used
- imminent danger of death, great
btxJily harm and rape - and how
to avoid using it at all costs,” he
said.
When not on campus, Rivard
carries a Glock 26 - a 9mm sub
compact pistol - most of the time.
He said although he never hopes
to use his firearm, he wants to be
prepared provided he needs it.
Rivard said he doesn’t view col
leges or universities as being any
different from any other venue in
society, and although he believes
the GVSU Police Department
and its officers do their jobs well,
they are not omnipresent.
“I don't like the idea of being
a helpless victim until the police
arrive, both out in society and
here on campus, as I don’t make
a distinction between the two,”
Rivard said.
DeHaan said the officers at
GVSU train twice a year to re
spond to an active shooter on
campus, but other members of
the GVSU community can have
a positive impact on the safety of
campus.
“Being alert and aware of
your surroundings and notifying
the proper authorities has been
very effective in preventing vio
lence on campus,” DeHaan said.

newx@lanthorn .com
“We ask all of our students to be
alert and be aware and be respon
sible for themselves and for their
community.”
The Department of Public
Safety provides information on its
webpage, www.gvsu.edu/gvpd,
about how to effectively respond
to crime on campus, including a
video that details the appropriate
responses to a school shooting.
DeHaan noted, however, that
schixil shootings are statistically
rare, and GVSU has an overall
low statistic of violent behavior.
Although the protest to allow
concealed weapons has received
a mixed response from admin
istration and the student body,
Rivard, Gallagher and the other
members of SCC still believe in
fighting for the cause.
“Concealed carry permit hold
ers are five times less violent than
the average citizen,” Gallagher
said. “And to the cynics, 1 offer
this statistic: in a survey of felons,
the overwhelming consensus was
that they feared entering people’s
homes because they feared being
shot. Translation: When crimi
nals know there are guns pres
ent, they are much less likely to
commit a crime. So when the law
eliminates the possession of guns
on campus, it gives a criminal a
clear advantage. He knows he’s
the only one with a gun anywhere
around, and the when seconds
count, the police are minutes
away.”

By Dan Spadafora
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The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published
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ness offices.
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is needed, other information in
cludes the minor’s mission, pur
pose, classes for students to take
and values of the program.
Carly Hilinski, graduate pro
gram coordinator and assistant
professor in the School of Crimi
nal Justice, was appointed to lead
a team in finalizing the juvenile
justice minor.
“Once the final plan was com
pleted, it needed to be approved
by various committees and groups
on campus,” Hilinski said.
Kathleen Bailey, professor in
the School of Criminal Justice,
said not only are Michigan pro
grams on the decline, but also
national juvenile justice programs
are on the decline and have been
falling for the past 10 years.
“The current system is not
meeting the existing or the emer
gency needs of the juvenile jus
tice population,” Bailey said.
“Although there are a few ptxv
fessional associations that try to
address juvenile justice, most fall
woefully short to include a multi
disciplinary approach”
It is due to this shortage among
other reasons that GVSU de
cided to add and offer the minor
to students. Bailey said she hopes
GVSU can “resurrect a strong, de
liberate voice for juvenile justice"
by setting an example for other
universities.
Students seeking more infor
mation about the juvenile justice
minor should visit the Schix>l of
Criminal Justice program page at
www.gvsu .edu/cj or contact Terry
Fisk, the director for the Schix>l of
Criminal Justice.
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The University Book
store at Grand Valley
State University will
hold the end-of-semester Book Buy Back April
25-29, the week of final
exams. Book Buy Back
will take place at four
different locations.
In Allendale, the
University Bookstore
in Kirkhof Center and
Kleiner Commons will
be set up for Buy Back.
The University Book
store in DeVos Building
C on the Pew Campus
will also take part in
the Book Buy Back
program, and a satellite
Buy Back will be avail
able in the Welcome
Center on the Holland
Meijer Campus from
noon to 7 p.m. on Tues
day and Wednesday
only.
For more information
Book Buy Back at the
University, email ubs@
gvsu.edu.
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The annual Project
Donation at Grand
Valley State Univer
sity will start its sixth
annual campus-wide
donation program on
April 27. Collection
boxes will be placed in
each housing complex
common area, includ
ing the on-campus
apartment commu
nity centers. The items
collected will include
nonperishable food
items, clothing, small
appliances and house
hold items. The pro
gram benefits many
communities in Ottawa
and Kent County and
contributes to a reduc
tion in waste hauling
costs on campus. *
This year, Project
Donation is coordi
nated by Housing,
Facilities Services and
the Resident Hall Asso
ciation. Questions can
be directed to Raven
McClinon at mcclinra@
gvsu.edu and more
information is also
available on Facebook
at GVSU Project Dona
tion.
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6V introduces juvenile justice minor
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GV NEWS

Project Donation to
begin April 27

Juvenile justice is a 21-credit
interdisciplinary program offered
GVL Staff Writer
to all students enrolled at GVSU,
with four required three-credit
In an effort to promote an criminal justice classes and a va
awareness and understanding riety of three-credit electives to fill
of juvenile offenders and at-risk in the 21 required credits.
youth, the school of criminal jus
“This minor is great for any
tice at Grand Valley State Univer position where students will work
sity has added juvenile justice to with adolescents and/or at-risk
its repertoire as a new minor that youth,” said Patrick Gerkin, un
clane@ lanthorn xom
will officially begin in Fall 2011.
dergraduate program coordinator
and assistant professor in the
Schcx)l
of Criminal Justice.
4>
«4
“They will benefit from the
THIS WEEK SHE W0RKE0 ON H E R FLAMENCO MOVE S
multidisciplinary approach to
understanding youth and also
the legal aspects that revolve
UR NED IN A PAPER FOR HER
around the family and the han
dling of delinquent youth.”
N TER NATIONAL MARKETING CL ASS
Gerkin also said this minor
is a strong way for any student
to prepare to work with youth
in the future.
“ This minor was designed
to be a multidisciplinary
minor,” he said. “While all
required courses are in the
Schixil of Criminal Justice,
electives draw from five other
disciplines. Flic electives are
T
designed to provide students
>AJe<'1
with discipline-specific knowl
edge and also allow students to
see how these courses intersect
■ * W, 'v < 'ftj
Si
and prepare them for work
mm
jrr* with youth.”
A
Students can currently de
clare juvenile justice as a mi
nor. although the minor may
not appear in the course cata
log until the fall.
For the minor to be added, a
prospectus needed to be com
pleted and approved. Besides
Discover where you'll study abroad at usac.unr.edu
v *« (zjo » tJL
explaining why the program
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Corrections
• The April 4 editorial should have
read that administrative pay of $48
million was distributed among more
than 150 APs
The 8 2 average reported in the
administrative pay article also refers to
faculty and staff
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EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

No guns allowed
Since Grand Valley State University is
generally a very safe campus anyway,
civilians should not be allowed to carry
concealed firearms on campus, even with
a CPL, under claims of self-protection.

28
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t’s always nice to see students standing up and taking
action to effect change that they believe in, but try
ing to rationalize that students with concealed pistol
Courtesy cartoon / King Features
licenses should be allowed to carry concealed fire
arms on Grand Valley State University’s campuses by
YOUR THOUGHTS
saying they want to feel safe while on campus is just a tad
ridiculous.
Should students be allowed to carry concealed weapons on campus?
We, the students of GVSU, live and take classes mostly
in Allendale, Mich., and let’s be honest ... nothing hap
pens here, and one look at the GVSU Police Department’s
website will show that. Between 2007 and 2009, there were
282 incidents of larceny reported. Larceny is the wrongful
acquisition of personal property (i.e., you left your laptop
in the Kirkhof Center and someone took it), which happens
everywhere. The next-highest crime reported was 13 cases
of burglary, which is to break into a building or home for the
purpose of committing a crime, mostly theft.
"I mean, I wouldn't
"My opinion is
"Because I live off
"No. We've already
"No. What do you
Outside of seven forcible sexual offenses (which can in
pack heat on any
got a reputation as
that I don't see a
campus, I don't see
need a gun for on
old Thursday, but
reason for guns on
one of the safest
the need to carry
campus? You can't
clude anything from sexual assault to forcible penetration)
campus. If violence
campuses in the
you know, to each
weapons during
hunt. I understand
during that three-year span, there have been no major crimes
his own. To quote
nation; I don't see
the day, especially
were to arise on
why people feel
reported. No murders, no manslaughters, no robberies or
Thomas J. 'One
why we should
a gun or a knife.
campus, DPS is
the right to have
jeopardize
that
for
But
if
a
girl
was
loves
to
possess
minutes away,
a
gun,
but
I
don't
even aggravated assaults: nothing that would warrant a vic
arms, though they
some students."
carrying some
I'm sure someone
understand why
tim responding with deadly force.
hope never to
mace in her purse
would call them
you need to have
And despite being closer to an urban city, even less hap
have occasion for
at night, I don't see
fast."
one on campus."
them.'"
a problem."
pens at the Pew Campus. From 2007 to 2009, there were
only 105 reports of larceny, one report of vehicle theft and
Carvell Lewis
Brianna Blust
Daniela Trost
Adam Mixture
Adrienne Rehm
one report of burglary.
Senior
Junior
Senior
Senior
Senior
PR. & Advertising
Health Sciences
Physics
Mathematics
Students with CPLs argue that carrying concealed firearms
PR. & Advertising
Muskegon,
Mich.
Muskegon,
Mich.
Pontiac,
Mich.
Coconut
Creek,
Fla.
Mt.
Pleasant,
Mich
would make them feel safer about their environment, but
what about other students? Most students would feel much
GVL STUDENT OPINION
more safe knowing that it is illegal for anyone who is not a
law enforcement officer to carry a firearm rather than wor
rying about which civilian might be carrying a gun when an
argument breaks out.
And in the rare occasion that something does happen that
quashed in replacement of a juicy
integrity may not be solid, but
hamburger.
neither is a vegetarian diet.
puts student lives in danger, the GVSU Police Department
Everyone knows that meat is ab
But back to my point, which is
is well capable and well equipped to handle such situa
Chris
making me queasy just thinking
solutely the only source of protein
tions. Each GVSU campus is relatively small. It’s not like
Slattery
for the human body. We also know
about it. Simply because a large
they have to travel across an entire city or even worry about
that all vegetables taste disgusting.
group of students felt under-repre
GVL Columnist
sented in the campus food industry,
In fact, I am still not convinced that
multiple major crimes happening at once to respond to a 911
suddenly drastic changes to the
they actually hold any nutritional
I am like a T-Rex: 1 am awe
call.
menu must be made?
value. Show me the lab results. I
some, I have an insatiable appetite
And, when it comes to firearms, GVPD officers are much
What would happen if 1 were al dare you.
for meat and I wish to one day be
Reducing meat consumption
lergic to fish? Could I get a Fishless
killed by a giant meteor.
better trained to handle a crisis situation than Joe Schmoe,
Friday started ? That would be a
may be beneficial to the environ
The
taste
of
flesh
has
always
the random civilian with a CPL who takes it upon himself to
huge hit, especially during Lent.
ment, but does it sound like I care?
appealed to me, and I believe that
intervene. In the case of a campus emergency, Lakers are in
Sure, it’s not as if meat is taken
Not one bit. With the choice of
this camivorism is what separates
sustainability or steak, the answer
entirely off the menu on Mon
good hands — even without a concealed carry policy.
me from other animals.
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GVL OPINION POLICY The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley I>anthom welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
Letters must include the author's name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person,
[setters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley I .anthorn
Letters appear as space permits each
• • ••
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR______________________________________________

No: 71%

Yes: 29%

is pretty clear — sustainability just
doesn’t taste as good smothered in
AI sauce.
Mondays are always the worst
days in the week, so Campus Din
ing and the Humane Society of
Grand Valley State University have
upped the unpleasantness ante to
ludicrous new heights.
Therefore, in protest, 1 will
no longer do any homework on
Wednesdays. These new Workless
Wednesdays will hopefully send
a message to any supporters of
Meatless Mondays that deceased
animals are here to stay... until the
meteor comes.

days. However, the shear audacity
behind limiting meat-based dishes
is infuriating. I prefer to have meat
potential at full capacity, and creat
ing inventive alternatives is just a
cheap ploy by the dining establish
ments to increase revenue from a
group that is undeniably lower on
the food chain.
If you can’t find enough veg
etables in the cafeteria, go eat a
tree. That’s what they’re there for.
Or perhaps we could use this as
an alternative: an entirely separate
dining hall for vegans and such.
Quarantined entirely from any
of the “nasty” meat particles, the
building would be made entirely
from tofu and soy. The structural

Well, the lame ones, at least.
That is why I am totally
outraged by this new Meatless
Mondays decision. Not only does
it inhibit how much dead animal
I can consume at the beginning
of every week, but also - even
worse - it encourages vegetarians to
continue their inferior lifestyle.
Vegetarians have always
seemed substandard to me. Not eat
ing meat because it was once alive
doesn’t make sense - considering
that vegetables are also considered
living organisms. So don’t you dare
pass judgment on me. you silly
herbivore, until you think about
that rich and full onion life you had

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley I .anthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content.
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Tmstees. officers,
faculty and staff.
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Similar to theists, we do our
own fun parlor tricks and spout off
everything we are told, to counter
any argument that opposes our
doctrine. Our dextrine is complete
with our own apologists to translate
what our text is saying. That's right,
we even have our own ‘holy books.’
We are even told by our higher-ups
that there is certain theories that one
must never question.
Even if a particular Atheism isn’t
right for you, we come equip with
differing sects. The ‘Reformed’
Churches of Center For Inquiry.
American Atheist, Freedom from
Religion Foundation. Secular Stu
dent Alliance, and many more. Each
that request donations from their
congregation of faith followers.
I always thought it was arrogant
to say that “There is a God.” with
out evidence, but I find it equally
as arrogant to put forth the message
that “There is not a God” without

I’ve been .an Atheist for the
better part of three years or so. I
wouldn't call myself an expert,
but I can hold my own in a debate.
However after my “conversion” to
atheism 1 can tell you in a bit of a
confessional- type message on the
inner workings of the Church of
Atheism. Like any good religion we
too have ourselves a rich, thoughtprovoking, and tumultuous history.
From Horns, Zeus, all the way up to
your God we’ve said, “Sorry champ
I’m not buying what your selling.”
But in atheism we’ve taken out
the Gods and just added a hell of a
lot of prophets. Allow me to start
with the Prophets of Old Atheism.
We have Father Charles Darwin,
Saint Galileo Galilei. Brothers Al
bert Einstein and Thomas Jefferson
(although both Deist we give them
honorary-atheist roles). Mother
Marie Curie. Priest Carl Sagan, and
this is to just name a few.

i

V,

full certainty. Now these statements
are dealing in an absolute which for
me in the realm of reasoning and
skepticism is a hard idea to swal
low. To have a degree of certainty
of what is right or wrong can only
be put forth with questions. This is
something I put forth dear readers
w hether you are a theist or atheist is
to keep questioning. Being someone
that has spent time in both factions,
questioning is something that made
me stronger in my beliefs when in
either groups. I finish with a final
quote from one of my favorite
prophets of science Richard Feyn- .
man that goes, “We must start with .
the understanding that everything
(Science or Religion} we know is
possibly wrong ”
By Nicholas Smedes

Want us to publish your
thoughts? Email us at
editorial(a)lanthorn.com
L

Anya Zentmeyer, News Editor
news@lanthorn.com
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Presenting achievements: Students browse the different presentations at a past Student Scholars Day. The event which is GVSU's largest showcase of student academic work, will be held Wednesday. There will also be two panel presentations.

Student Scholars Day to showcase scholarship, research, creative projects
By Lauren Ringer
GVL Staff Writer

The time has come for Grand Valley State
University students to present their scholarly
work in the university’s largest annual celebra
tion of student academic achievement.
GVSU students at will showcase their schol
arship, research and creative projects Wednesday
at Student Scholars Day.
“When students initially come to campus,
they don’t always understand how to explore a
particular question or problem,” said Susan Men
doza, director of Undergraduate Research and In
tegrative Learning. “Through general education
and courses in the major, students begin to dive
into scholarship and research. They learn how to

ask a question and how each of the disciplines
provides a framework for discovery.”
Mendoza said Student Scholars Day offers
students a venue to share what they have learned,
discovered and created and for many students
can often times be a transformative experience.
“Student Scholars Day also provides an op
portunity for students, faculty and staff to see the
intellectual prowess of GVSU students,” Men
doza said. “These projects happen in and out of
the classroom. Many of them are original work
and have been presented regionally and nation
ally. It is a day for faculty and staff to be awed
and inspired by our students’ work.”
Student Scholars Day began in 1996 and has
annually provided a venue for students to share
their work with the community. Last year, 499
students gave 299 student presentations includ

ing oral presentations, poster presentations,
discussion panels and exhibits. The students
represented more than 70 majors and graduate
programs.
This year, poster and oral presentations will
be shown from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in Kirkhof
Center and the Henry Hall Atrium.
Two panel presentations will be shown.
“Scholarship and Creative Practice as Continuing
Education Students” will be presented at 1 p.m.
in Area 51 of the Kirkhof Center. “U.S. Policy in
the Middle East during the Ford Administration”
will be shared at 4 p.m. in Room 1142 of Kirkhof
Center.
Keynote speaker Nina Jablonski will present,
“Why Skin Color Matters: A Look at the Evo
lution and Meaning of our Most Visible Trait,”
at 6 p.m. in Room 2204 in Kirkhof Center. Hors

d’oeuvres will precede the lecture at 5:30 p.m.
The U.S. Congress designated April 10-16
as Undergraduate Research Week in national
recognition of the importance of student work;
although it emphasizes undergraduates, the work
of the graduate programs are recognized as well.
Mendoza said student scholarship and research is
critical to our communities, our professions and
the mission of the university.
“Student Scholars Day is one day a year,
where GVSU community members should take
pause, take a moment and see a poster or attend
a presentation,” Mendoza said. “This is why we
are here: for learning and scholarship. Graduate
schools and employers value this type of work.
Student Scholars Day gives us an opportunity to
showcase it.”
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Wounded Warrior project seeks to help local veterans
ooking to get outside?
Then check out the
Trips,Clinics and
entals offered by
the GVSU Outdoor
Adventure Center

-Kayaks starting at $12
S'eeptng Bags starting at $3

-Backpacks starting at S7
-Tents starting at $10

As well as GPS Units. Ladderball. Cooksets Compasses and

More.

Visit www.gvsu.edu/OAC to find detailed rental
information, as well as upcoming trips and clinics

GV, Mary Free Bed partner to offer
specialized care to vets with head trauma
By Eric Higgins
GW. Intern

To help wounded veterans,
Grand Valley State University
has partnered with Mary Free
Bed Rehabilitation Hospital to
help provide veterans with spe
cialized care.
JefTTrytko, project manager
for the Wounded Warrior Trau
matic Brain Injury Project, said
the project was made possible
by a grant from the Depart
ment of Defense and it allows
Wounded Warrior to offer free
health care for veterans return
ing from Iraq or Afghanistan
with head trauma or symptoms
of head trauma. The grant totals
$1.28 million.
“The great part about this is
it’s close to their home if they
live in this area,” said Jean
Nagelkerk, the principle inves
tigator for the project and vice
provost for Health at GVSU.
“They can come right to Grand
Rapids and do the outpatient
care at Mary Free Bed, and it’s
totally free. The care that they
get here is free so that there
shouldn’t be any financial bar
riers for them to access the care

that they need.”
The project will offer vet
erans complimentary services
such as physical therapy, oc
cupational therapy, speech ther
apy, group counseling, family
counseling, driver's rehabilita
tion and job coaching, among
others.
“The ultimate goal is for the
wounded soldiers to reintegrate
into their community, whether
that's at home, work or even the
military,” Trytko said.
Soldiers that want to go back
on active duty will not be able to
do so through the project. They
will have to be checked out by
authorized military medical
providers.
To be considered for the
project, the veteran must have a
history of traumatic brain injury
or other injuries to the head.
GVSU’s role in the project is
to provide educational modules
for the health care providers at
Mary Free bed, which Trytko
said were a collaborative effort
spanning many different areas.
“We collaborated with a
number of experts - both mili
tary and local regional experts
-on the military significance of
trauma brain injury and other
significant trauma resulting
from combat,” he said. “And so
they created comprehensive ed
ucational materials that include
three main topic areas. One is
physiological symptomology,
or symptoms of TBI regarding
the military service and combat
wounds. The other is behavioral
mental health . The third module
is based on a community of in
tegration as a case management
perspective, which is focused
on getting the soldiers the corn-

NAGELKERK
munity resources they need in
the community.”
The project will involve
three phases. The first will in
clude 17 patients who will be
treated with standard treatment
at Mary Free Bed and given
pre- and post-evaluations of the
progress that they are making.
The second phase is the edu
cational phase. Professors and
experts will go over each of the
modules for a six-week period.
The third phase involves enroll
ing 17 more patients for treat
ment by health care providers
that have the enhanced training
provided by the project.
“It’s important because we
need to get the word out so
eligible wounded warriors or
individuals returning from Iraq
or Afghanistan know about this
project so that they can come
and get the free outpatient re
habilitation care,” Nagelkerk
said.
For
more
information
about the Wounded Warrior
Project, call 888-736-0208 or
visit www.maryfreebed.com/
wounded warriors.
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A True Running Specialty Store
Shoes & Apparel for Run Walk Tri Swim
4045 Chicago Dr.
Downtown Grandville
616 261-9706
www.atridararun.com
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GVSU Lanthorn
10% off your entire
purchase (non sale items)
Expires 5/30/11
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Your Locally Owned Natural & Organic Grocery Store.
Eastern at Burton
616 245 6268

Cascade at 28th
616-975-7555

Hudsonville at
32nd A1-196
616 896 6630

www.HaivestHealthFoods.com
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Lakers

SPORTS SHORTS

BRING IT
HOME
with a winning streak

ULTIMATE BRACKET

SEES THREE NO.l

SEEDS REACH

FINAL FOUR
Despite some lower-round
upsets in Grand Valley State
University's Ultimate Bracket,
the tournament has not seen
too much madness as of late.
Three No. 1 seeds and a
No. 2 seed advanced to the
Final Four. The four regional
winners are overall No. 1 seed
and the 2002 National Cham
pion football team, the 2010
National Champion women's
soccer team, former Laker
track star Mandi Zemba and
No. 2 seed Brian Kelly. Kelly
upended top-seeded Jamie
Hosford en route to earning
a date with the 2010 women's
soccer team, earning 72 per
cent of the vote to advance in
the slight upset. Voting for the
final four round is open and
available at www.gvsulakers.
com/ot/ultimatebracket.html.

GV outscores Hillsdale 26-2 during doubleheader
//
We've worked months for this. But
actually coming out here and doing
this is a completely different thing/7

-Jared Cowan
Junior catcher

By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor

It is baseball season again in Allen
dale, and the Grand Valley State Univer
sity Lakers continued their month-long
tear with a sweep of Hillsdale College
in the team’s home opener Tuesday.
The two wins for GVSU probably
could not have been any different as the
Lakers put up 22 runs - including 12 in
the first inning - in a 22-0 drubbing to
open the doubleheader. The Chargers,
however, showed up to play in the sec
ond game when they jumped out to
a 2-0 lead before the Lakers stormed
back and capped off the sweep with a
4-2 win.
The team now has a 9-0 GLIAC re
cord and a 14-game winning streak —
GVSU has not lost since March 5.
“We’ve worked months for this,”
said junior catcher Jared Cowan. “But
actually coming out here and doing it

GVL / Nicole Lamson

SOFTBALL
DOUBLEHEADER

RESCHEDULED
The doubleheader be
tween Grand Valley State Uni
versity and Northwood Uni
versity that was rained out on
Sunday has been rescheduled
for 3 p.m. this afternoon at the
GVSU softball field.
The twinbill was originally
canceled due to inclement
weather and rain in the area.
The Lakers, winning 8-5 and
13-5, took both games in
comeback fashion in the pre
vious doubleheader against
Northwood
on
Saturday.
GVSU will host Lake Supe
rior State University for a fourgame set this weekend with
doubleheaders on Saturday
and Sunday.

GVL / Eric Coulter

Weekend
Schedules

GVL / Eric Coulter

Clean sweep: Senior infielder Cory Phillips connects with the ball during Tuesday's matchup.

SOFTBALL:
Today 3 p.m.: Softball vs.

The Lakers swept the doubleheader against Hillsdale College.

is a completely different thing. I wasn’t
expecting this. It’s not easy, but I’m
happy with where we are right now.”
The 22 runs in the opener were the
most for the program since a 25-15 win
on April 29,2007 against the University
of Findlay. In the team’s 12-run first in
ning, all nine batters reached base and
eight scored before the Chargers were
able to record an out. Hillsdale starter
Matthew Reck was yanked after just
one-third of an inning and 10 earned
runs.
Junior Christopher Whitney, a trans
fer from Kellogg Community College,
got the start on the mound for the Leak
ers. Despite having a double-digit lead
by the time he got on the hill in the sec
ond inning, he was able to keep focus
and throw a three-hit shutout.
‘‘You can’t really think about (the
lead) too much,” said Whitney, who
struck out six and walked just one in his
first start at Laker Field. ‘‘You just have
to go out and attack it like it was a close
ball game. Just throw strikes and be ag
gressive. That’s all.”
The second game was not as easy
for GVSU, which fell behind 2-0 in the
second inning after a couple of walks,
an error and a double steal, giving the
Chargers a two-run lead without even
recording a hit.
But the Lakers came back with three
runs of their own in the next frame, and
freshman Bill Maple allowed just one
hit and no earned runs in five innings of
work in his first collegiate start to im
prove his record to 3-0.
Despite the offensive surge in the
first game, GVSU head coach Steve
Lyon was admittedly a bit nervous after
his team fell behind early in the latter

Lake Superior State (DH)

Sunday noon: Softball vs.

By Derek Wolff

Lake Superior State (DH)

GVL Assistant Sports Editor

BASEBALL:
Saturday 1 p.m.: Baseball
vs. Saginaw Valley (DH)

Sunday noon: Baseball vs.
Saginaw Valley (DH)

TENNIS:
Friday 4 p.m.: W. Tennis at
Hope College

DODGEBALL:
Saturday: Dodgeball at
National Championships in
Bowling Green, Ky.
Sunday: Dodgeball at
National Championships in
Bowling Green, Ky.

LACROSSE:
Friday 7 p.m.: M. Lacrosse
at Grove City College (Pa.)

Saturday noon: M. Lacrosse
vs. S. Connecticut State

Saturday: W. Lacrosse at

GVL Archive / Nicole Lamson

Defend the title: Freshman Hal Phillips whips a ball in a

past game. Phillips will play In the national championship.

If you can dodge a wrench,
then you can dodge a ball, but will
the Grand Valley State University
dodgeball team be able to dodge a
talented field of opponents en route
to a fifth-straight national title.
The Lakers (7-3) will look to re
peat with a fifth-straight title as they
travel to Western Kentucky Univer
sity this weekend for the 2011 Na
tional Collegiate Dodgeball Associ
ation Championship. The 20-player
squad will feature 12 newcomers
who will get their first look at cham
pionship dodgeball when the Ink
ers square off against Northwestern
State University (La.) on Saturday.
Despite the lack of experience
in the younger players, the team is
confident and excited to be going
back to defend its title, said senior
co-captain Greg Trippiedi.
“It’s very exciting,” Trippiedi
said. “We’re only bringing back
eight (players) from last year, so
for most of our roster this is a new
experience. For the rest of us, we’re
trying to go out one last time and do

the best we can.”
The Lakers got off to a shaky start
during the regular season, but three
straight wins, including a crucial 3-1
decision over rival Saginaw Valley
State University on March 27. have
given the team a confidence boost
heading into the tournament.
“Going in, we have a high level
of confidence after winning four in a
row,” said junior Brian Savalle. “We
are all really excited for it and ready
to play our hearts out.”
The Lakers’ title defense will
start with three pool play games
on Saturday. They open with new
comer Northwestern State at 1 p.m.
and follow with National Collegiate
Dodgeball Association doormat DePaul University at 2:45 p.m. The last
pool play match-up will be a rematch
of the 2010 NCDA title game as the
leakers will take on the Buckeyes of
Ohio State University at 5:45 p.m.
As a fifth-year senior, Caleb
James has been on the national title
team every season of his college
career. While this years’ squad is
younger than those of past champi
onship seasons, he remained confi
dent in his young team's ability and
said they had a fighting chance.
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“This national championship
will be a lot of fun,” James said. “I
know the younger guys are going to
fight for it starting on Saturday and
hopefully will get to do it over the
next few years.”
The best dodgeball teams have
historically been from Michigan,
and this year has been no different.
Michigan’s big four - GVSU, Cen
tral Michigan University, Saginaw
Valley University and Michigan
State University - will all start in a
different pool.
Progressing undefeated through
the pool play games will be impera
tive as it will spare the Lakers from
likely meeting CMU, the nation’s
No. 1 contender, until a potential
championship match-up..
“We want them,” Trippiedi said.
“That’s the team we want in the
championship. Frankly, we wouldn’t
expect anything else, and as far as
we’re concerned, they’re going to
be there waiting for us, and we just
have to take care of business to get
there. We want to play them because
they’re the best.”
The championship game will be
gin at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday.
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Dodgeball eyes fifth-straight title at nationals

Northwood (DH)

Saturday 2 p.m.: Softball vs.

Calvin College

half of the doubleheader.
“I’m sitting there thinking, ‘22 runs
in the first game - are we even going
to score this game?”’ he said. “But we
were fortunate to get enough runs to
win that one, too.”
Pitching yet again led the way for
the Lakers as the staff did not give up an
earned run in the doubleheader. In the
last 28 innings (four games) of work,
GVSU pitchers have allowed a total of
just 10 hits and one earned run.
Cowan, who has been behind the
plate for two of those four contests, said
it has been a combination of preparation
off the mound and control that has been
key.
“A lot of our pitchers are hitting
their spots. They’re net going out there
and just throwing,” he said. “There’s a
game plan behind it, so they’re getting
up there, concentrating, working really
hard - and it’s paid off for them.”
In the midst of a month-long win
ning streak, Cowan said the team is
feeling good but hasn’t grown too full
of itself.
“We don’t feel unbeatable, but I do
think we have a good sense of confi
dence,” he said. “If we come out here
and play our game, we can beat anyone.
I think we saw that last week against
Ashland (University). When all of us
are rolling, our team can put up a lot of
runs.”
GVSU is home again this weekend
for a couple of doubleheaders against
Saginaw Valley State University. First
pitch on Saturday is at 1 p.m., and the
second twinbill will begin at noon the
following day.
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WOMEN'S GOLF

Lakers cap Vulcan
Invitational with strong
Monday performance
GVSU places second, four Lakers finish in Top 75
By Derek Wolff
Assistant Sports Editor

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

The road to perfection: Junior Tara Hayes returns the ball during practice The women have a perfect 27-0 record.

All roads lead to
regional, national
CHAMPIONSHIPS
By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer

A perfect season is hard to
come by in any sport, but with
a 27-0 record, the Grand Val
ley State University women’s
tennis team, also ranked No. 1
in the latest Midwest regional
rankings, is well on its way.
The Lakers’ match against
Hope College tomorrow will
be their first since wrapping
up its spring break trip on
March 11. It has been quite
the layoff for the team.
“I handle all the schedul
ing,” said GVSU head coach
John Black. “We had our con
ference meet in the fall and
most of the rest of the country
does women’s tennis in the
spring, like late March and
April. So, it is very difficult
to find teams to play because
everyone is in conference. We
tend to have to go a little bit
lighter and play some of the
local colleges just to get some
matches in.”
With no matches in almost
a month, the team has been
practicing diligently and is
getting anxious to return to
the court, said senior Darylann Trout.
“We have been concentrat
ing on keeping up our singles
play at practice because with
a lot of time off, that is the
first thing to lose ability in,”
she said. “We also just want
to stay undefeated because
we’ve come so far and have
beaten a lot of teams we didn’t
think we could, so we want to

take it all the way.”
Hope College competes in
NCAA Division III like two
other opponents the Lakers
will face down the stretch:
Calvin College and Coe Col
lege.
“We played Hope last year,
and we won pretty easy,”
said junior Tara Hayes. “If
we practice hard this week,
we’ll go in there and win all
our matches. We just need
to go in strong and start out
winning all three doubles
matches, and then we will be
pretty confident when we go
out for singles that we’ll win
the match.”
The matches will help
the Lakers get back into ac
tual competition and prepare
for the postseason that lies
ahead.
“They will be good match
es for us where we can go
in loose and sort of work on
fine-tuning our games and get
some match play in,” Black
said. “We have been doing a
lot of match play against each
other and especially been
working on doubles in prac
tice. The women have done
very well in doubles this year,
but pretty much if we can
get the lead after the doubles
matches, we feel we can beat
any team in the country.”
A perfect season seems to
be in the ladies’ grasp, but the
success does not stop there.
The hope is to hold the overall
top regional ranking and host
the first two rounds of the re
gional championships. From
there, the focus will be on a
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If we practice
hard this
week, we'll go
in there and
win all our
matches. We
just need to
go in strong
and start out
winning all
three doubles
matches..."
-Tara Hayes
GVSU junior
national championship run.
“We are all a little bit ner
vous for regionals because
we might face Wayne State
University, Ferris State Uni
versity or Drury University in
the first round,” Hayes said.
“We will stay mentally pre
pared and practice hard until
that day. We need every girl
to play hard and stay calm and
positive to win.”
Trout emphasized Hayes’
sentiments and said as the top
team in the Midwest, pressure
can mount.
“We all want to make it
to nationals extremely bad,”
she said. “We have worked so
hard with that being our ulti
mate goal and being the No.
1 seed in the region makes it
seem like nationals is really
close. However, as the No. I
seed, it makes us all a little
more nervous because that’s
not the role that we’re used
to.”
Black added that once
GVSU is back to playing
Division II opponents, every
match will be a threat to its
run at a perfect record.
“Most likely we will have
to play and beat somebody
that we beat in the fall,” he
said. “They are not going to
give us the match and just be
cause we beat them then does
not mean they will roll over
for us.”

Behind a strong perfor
mance on a blustery Mon
day afternoon, the Grand
Valley
State
University
women’s golf team outlast
ed the weather and all other
teams to post a round lead
ing team score of 322 at the
Vulcan Invitational in Belle
Vernon, Pa.
Unfortunately for the
Lakers, their 322 - the low
est score by nine strokes on
a gusty, rain-soaked day saw them finish just outside
the top spot. After carding a
319 on Sunday, their com
bined two-day total of 641
saw them finish just two
strokes away from the team
title.
Host California Universi
ty of Pennsylvania captured
the team title with a 639
while Ashland University
finished third after carding
a team score of 647.
Individually, junior Sar
ah Hoffman finished in third
place after carding a pair of
78s for a combined score of
156 (+12). Freshman Ve
ronica Ryan finished fourth
after carding an 82 on Sun
day and a round-leading 75
on Monday.
“Before the round, I talk
ed with Sarah (Hoffman),
and she was telling me that
everyone would have the
same troubles as me, so I
should just take one shot
at a time and bring out my
confidence,” Ryan said. “I
tried to commit to every
shot and take each one at a
time, and it worked.”
Despite wind gusting up
to speeds of 40 mph, Hoff
man said the weather did
not affect her play, espe

//

Right now, it's good
to know that we're
getting contributions
from everyone. When
someone doesn't
have their best round,
someone else steps
up."

HOFFMAN
cially after playing in worse
conditions in Northern Ken
tucky on March 26.
“Realizing that everyone
was playing under the same
conditions allowed me to
put that out of my mind and
focus on what I was doing,”
Hoffman said. “I wasn’t
hitting the ball particular
ly well, but I was able to
scramble pretty well, espe
cially on the second day.”
The team has found soli
darity in its play recently as
evidenced by four Lakers
finishing within the top 15
after Monday. Joining Hoff
man and Ryan were senior
Allie Tyler (TI0) and soph
omore Ashley Beard (Tl5).
Tyler carded a two-day
score of 166 while Beard
shot one stroke behind at
167.
“Right now, it’s good
to know that we’re getting
contributions from every
one,” Hoffman said. “When
someone doesn’t have their
best round, someone else
steps up. This weekend,
it was Marni (Weinstein)
on Sunday and Veronica
(Ryan) on Monday. People
are really stepping up when

they need to, and it’s been
helping us out a lot.”
The team will prepare
for the Northwood Invita
tional on April 16 by play
ing a dual match against
Ferris State University at
Pilgrim’s Run golf course
Saturday.
The Lakers will have to
travel back to Belle Vernon
on May l for the NCAA
Division II Regionals. Hav
ing figured out some of
the trickier aspects of the
course over the weekend,
head coach Rebecca Mailloux was confident her team
would be successful when it
returns in May.
“I definitely don’t think
it’s one of the girl’s favorite
golf courses to play, but the
reality is that we have to go
back there in a month and
be ready to perform,” Mailloux said. “I think we’ll go
back there next time know
ing some of the holes and
knowing where to miss
and where not to miss and
have the edge over some
teams who haven’t seen it
before.”
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No cigar: Senior Allie Tyler lines up a shot during a past match. Tyler finished the Vulcan Invitational in a lOth-place

tie while the Lakers came in second by just two strokes. California University of Pennsylvania won the invitational.
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GV well on way to eighth-straight Directors'Cup
Award presented each year to most successful athletic program in each of the three NCAA divisions
By Brady Fredericksen

//

GVL Senior Reporter

The brand

hroughout the last 13 years, the
words “winning” and “champi
onships” have become synony
mous with Grand Valley State University athletics. From the 106 GL1AC
titles and 12 consecutive Presidents’
Cups to seven-straight Directors’ Cup
titles, the Leaker athletic program has
set the standard for success in NCAA
Division li.
"It says GVSU is demonstrating
excellence in all areas of campus life
- both academics and athletics,” said
GVSU athletic director Tim Selgo,
who is in his 14th year at GVSU.
“The brand that goes with consistent
winning is that we are quite simply
winners.”
Already with a national title in
women’s soccer and women’s cross
country this year, GVSU has a formi
dable 231.5-point lead in the 2010-11
Learfield Sports Directors’ Cup trophy
standings with 728 points. The Lakers
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
totaled 317 points in the winter and
Going for glass: NCAA President Myles Brand presents a previous Directors Cup to Grand Valley State University. GVSU currently has a
led second-place Shippensburg Uni
231.5-point lead in this year's race for the Cup, putting an eighth consecutive title well within reach for the GVSU Athletics Department.
versity (Pa.).
“There certainly is a culture of suc its success on the ftxnball field, but and 2010. “It also creates a healthy tional championship, as well as 69
cess here at GVSU,” said men’s bas emerging national contenders like the competitive environment where it is points from the success of the men's
ketball coach Ric Wesley. “Our ath women’s soccer team have given the not only okay but expected for our and women’s swimming and diving
letes do a great job of supporting each GVSU Athletics a new dimension.
teams to strive for championships.”
teams. Additionally, the women’s bas
other as well as pushing each other to
“The overall success our athletic
A pair of national championships ketball team and men’s track and field
be the best they can be.”
department every year helps each in women’s soccer and women’s team combined for 79 points to cap
That overall success starts at the and every program know that we are cross-country last semester helped the off the winter.
top with Selgo’s leadership and can supported in everything we do,” said Lakers score a big 411 points, and the
“Every sport and every league
be seen all the way down to the last GVSU head women's soccer coach success continued on into the winter.
has its dominant teams,” Selgo said.
player on each team’s bench. Tradi Dave Dilanni, whose team has won
The Lakers earned 100 points with “If one would attend every game we
tionally, GVSU has been known for back-to-back national titles in 2(X)9 the women’s indtxir track & field na play, one would realize that we get ev-

that goes with

T

consistent
winning is that we
are quite simply
winners."
-Tim Selgo
GVSU Athletic Director
erybody’s best shot and that there are
far more contests that are very close
than people realize. We believe it to
be a case of sustained excellence and
meeting the challenge of competing to
the best of our abilities.”
“Dominance” is a word that can
be associated with the school's athlet
ics, but Selgo said the “sustained suc
cess” has been a testament to the three
fundamentals: create the best learn
ing environment possible, challenge
teams to competitive greatness, which
are defined as coming through with
the best effort and best performance
when it is most needed, and create the
energy necessary for success.
“If we are focused on these fun
damentals, we will achieve success,”
Selgo said. “It may or may not mean
we win a championship or a cup, as
there are many variables involved
in that, but it means we just need to
strive to reach our full potential.”

bfredericksen @ lanthorn rom

MEN'S TENNIS

Daunting early season schedule
cues hot GLIAC season for Lakers
After losing eight of 10 to begin 2011, Lakers have rattled off 11 victories in 12 tries
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer

While others may have
reached for the panic button
after a 2-8 start to the season,
the Grand Valley State Uni
versity men’s tennis team used
experience to fuel a formidable
7-1 record in GLIAC play and
a No. 9 ranking in the region.
The team knew all along
that the start to the season was
going to be a test that would ul
timately help prepare it for the
competition the GLIAC would
serve up later. GVSU took on
some of the best teams in the
country during its spring break
trip to Orlando, Fla.
Junior Marc Roesslein said
the upperclassmen had to ex
plain to the younger players
that the purpose of the
early matches was to
prepare them for
the actual confer
ence season.

IF WALKER

“We had to make clear that
all those matches we had for the
preparation were really hard
and tough matches,” he said.
“Looking back right now, I
think it was a really good thing
to play a lot of hard teams be
cause whenever it got difficult,
like in the GLIAC competi
tion, we play solid tennis and
get the points we need.”
Junior Josh Kazdan said
many of the freshmen on the
team were not accustomed
to losing in high school and
were able to see what it takes
to compete at a high level dur
ing the beginning of this sea
son. He added that last year the
team was not in the position to
have a chance to be at the top
of the GLIAC standings like
they are this season.
“Our entire season is a goal
to get to nationals, and we’re
very close to accomplish
ing that goal,” Kazdan said.
“That’s why we’re doing so
well in (GLIAC competition].

because we are way more
prepared than we would have
been if we hadn’t played those
matches.”
This year’s team lost six
players from last season, in
cluding four seniors. As it
stands now, the seven-man
roster is only one player over
the required amount of players
needed to compete.
Some of the teams the Lak
ers have beaten this year, like
Wayne State University, have
more than 10 players on the
squad. The added numbers al
low more options for resting
players or dealing with inju
ries.
Freshman tennis player
Trey Keating said the upper
classmen on the team have
done a gotxl job helping the
freshmen get used to playing
doubles, and their encourage
ment has helped the team be
come a cohesive unit.
“When we’re on the court,
we’re constantly cheering for
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Reversal of fortune: GVSU junior Marc Roesslein hits a backhand during a past match against Wayne State. After a

disappointing 2-8 start to the season, the men’s tennis team has rebounded to a formidable 7-1 GLIAC record.

Dark Side of Human Mating:
Sperm Competition, Sexual Coercion,
and Forced In-pair Copulation
Why do some men rape the ones they love?
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Speaker: Todd Shackelford, Ph. D.
Professor and Chair of Psychology
Oakland University
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LTT 103
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Come to the reception afterwards In PAD 308
Sponsored by: Evolution for Everyone 5tudent Organization
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We had to
make it clear
(to the younger
players) that all
those matches
we had for the
preparation
were really
hard and tough
matches/7
-Marc Roesslein
GVSU junior
each other,” Keating said.
“We’re such a small team. We
have the bare minimum one
player off the court, and the
person can’t cheer all the time
for every court, so we have to
keep constantly pumping each
other up.”
The limited roster means
that even the freshmen on the
team have important roles at
the most important times. The
mixture of youth and experi
ence has paid off for the Lak
ers, who currently have three
doubles pairs made up of up
perclassmen players paired
with freshmen.
Kazdan said even with the
team's success this season, he
expects the team to be even
stronger next year with the op
portunity to return six of their
seven current players.
“I'd say that we have a very
good foundation to set up for
our team next year,” Kazdan
said. “With six of us out of
seven returning, we’re just go
ing to keep adding to that, so
you’re just building on top of
a pretty strong, solid, young
foundation right now.”
The team played against
Northwood University yes
terday, but the results were
unavailable at press time. The
Lakers will next compete in
the GLIAC tournament at a
time to be announced.
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Hollywood sheds
pretenses for
cultural dialogue
Local colleges present second-annual Latin American Film Festival
easier to visualize.”
Latin America, a region that includes
GVL Special Contributor
more than 20 countries in North Amer
ica, Central America, South America
n an attempt to entertain and better and the Caribbean, is representative of a
educate students in the Grand Rap culture that GVSU film and video pro
ids area on the rich cultural diversi fessor Toni Perrine said is often misrep
ties of one of West Michigan’s minorityresented.
groups, three local colleges have come
//
together to organize the second-annual
Grand Rapids Latin American Film Fes
Latin American
tival.
cinema is quite different
The festival begins today at Celebra
tion Cinema RiverTown with the show
from Hollywood
ing of "The Student” and continues
cinema - the way the
through Saturday at Wealthy Theatre in
Grand Rapids. The festival is organized
story builds, the story is
by the Grand Rapids l^atin American
told, the rhythm of the
Film Festival Committee, which in
movie../7
cludes professors from Aquinas College,
Calvin College and Grand Valley State
-Stephane Bedere
University.
LAFF committee member
In conjunction with the films, Aqui
nas, Calvin and GVSU students will
provide introductions and lead discus
"1 think an important part of (the fes
sions following each film. The films
touch on an array of subjects including tival), and why we emphasize showing
homosexuality, child soldiers and Peru films from different countries, is that as
vian ghost stories.
Americans, we have a tendency to lump
Zulema Moret, director of Latin it all together, whereas there are very
American Studies at GVSU, said the pronounced and distinct differences,”
goal of the festival is to bring films from said Perrine, a member of the Grand
all over Latin America together through a Rapids Latin American Film Festival
student-based film festival in an attempt Committee. "All Latinos are not by far
to use cinema to show the different cul the same.”
Latin American cinema not only
tures and histories of Latin America.
"Through cinema we can learn how tells a different story than American cin
societies are built, and we can under ema but tells it in a different way, said
stand much better the behaviors of Stephane Bedere, professor of Modem
people, the challenges that people have Language and Literature.
"Latin American cinema is quite
to suffer through throughout their lives,
why they are here and how they live,” different from Hollywood cinema —
she said. “Cinema is like a text, but it is the way the story builds, the story that

By Tara Aday

I

is told, the rhythm of the movie — are
quite different from the traditional Hol
lywood films with happy endings,” said
Bedere, a Latin American Film Festival
committee member.
The festival also features screenwrit
er Oscar Torres, whose film “Innocent
Voices” will screen at 7 p.m. on Friday.
Torrts grew up in war-tom El Sal
vador in the 1970s and 1980s, and he
said the first gun he held was that of a
U.S. soldier. His film touches on many
of these experiences while alluding to
larger political issues, such as the use of
children as a means of fighting a war.
Following the film,Torres will lead a
discussion, which he said is instrumental
in understanding the brutal civil war that
devastated El Salvador.
"Because of this film, we are able to
talk about things that we are not able to
talk about otherwise, and through that,
we are able to start a healing process,”
he said.
Overall, Moret said the festival will
offer a new cinema experience to most
movie-watchers.
"We go to the theater to share this
imaginary space that we call the cin
ema,” she said. "We are forgetting about
this experience because we are close to
the televisions at home - watching the
movie without discussion and without
talking about it. Through this experi
ence, people can talk, they can learn and
they can exchange ideas.”
Admission to all of the films, includ
ing "The Student” at Celebration Cin
ema RiverTown. is free. For a complete
list of films and show times, go to the
festival’s website, www.grlatinofilmfest.
wordpress.com

FILM

Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu

Culture cinema: Film patrons gather outside of last

year's film festival, held downtown. This year's films
will be shown at Celebration Cinema RiverTown.
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Grammy-winning ensemble
Eighth Blackbird to perform

BUNG! FLASH! AR1

A look into the minds of student photographers
Senior thesis exhibit emphasizes
student, audience interaction
By Rebekah Young
GVL Staff Writer

For student photographer Jacqueline Gamer, one of
the strengths of Grand Valley State University’s pho
tography program is its emphasis on interactionB.
"Photo classes are very different from other aca
demic classes,” said Gamer, who graduates in June.
"Most of the time in class is spent pinning work to the
classroom wall and having an open discussion about it.
Your work cannot improve if you make it and then put
it in a box. Art is a process that requires feedback and
revision.”
In this tradition, GVSU’s School of Communica
tions and Department of Art and Design will host a col
laborative public exhibit featuring the senior theses of
15 photography and 14 graphic design students. The
student artists will attend the event’s opening reception,
which will be held from 5 to 7 p.m Thursday at the
DeVos Place Skywalk Gallery.
•
“As a consumer, what we see is the final product,”
said Chitra Gopalakrishnan, assistant professor of
graphic design. "But one of the benefits of this show
is that the students are right here. I would encourage
anyone to just talk to them.”
Gopalakrishnan, who instructs the graphic design
senior thesis course, said audiences can discuss the art
work with the students to gain insight into their pieces
and the themes or issues they depict.
"It’s really a nice experience for the general public
to see the kinds of issues going through the minds of
students today, to see how connected they are to the
current political and social climate,” she said.
The Skywalk Gallery, kx;ated on Monroe Avenue,
will host the exhibit from April 13 to 28. The gallery
is open 7:30 ajn. to 5:30 pin. Monday through Friday.
On weekends, gallery hours are 8 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Gamer will have seven of her pieces displayed in
the show, all of which she created from photos she took

Courtesy Photo / Jaqueline Grner

Senior show: Jaqueline Garner creates composite images (pictured), some of which will be displayed at the Bling! Flash! Art!

Part II senior exhibit along with the works of 28 other students. The exhibit opens downtown on Thursday.

while studying abroad at Kingston University in lx>ndon last fall. Gamer described the pieces as collages
of the places she visited, such as the Eiffel Tower and
the London Eye. She blends multiple images of these
spaces to create new ones.
“My work is about how new places have new visual
elements and how I learned to manage and manipulate
them,” Gamer said. “I generally try to create a visual
experience that a viewer cannot have with the camera
or my help. In other words, my images are not some
thing you can actually find out in the world. ”
Fallow student photographer Sarah Iranian, who
graduates this spring, will display eight of her pieces at
the exhibit. In her work, Iranian said she likes to study
people and focus on the world around her. For this rea
son, her thesis pieces will offer nontraditional portraits

of individuals that touch on themes of family, genetics,
aging, identity and relationships.
"I have constructed formal portraits that combine
two family members to look like one person,” she said.
“As you kx>k left to right across the face, it transforms
from one family member to another.”
The exhibit will also benefit the students, who can
learn from observing and interacting with those who
attend the event, Gopalakrishnan said.
“You’re getting to see if people react in a certain
way,” she said. “Are they understanding or are they
interpreting it in a different way you didn’t expect? It
gives the students valuable insight into knowing how
people will react to their work, which will eventually
be the basis of how they continue their profession.”

ryoun# @ lanthorn xom

"Phenomenal virtuosity" and
"renowned theatrical flair" take to
the Grand Valley State Univer
sity campus Wednesday for the
long-standing Arts at Noon Series.
Eighth Blackbird will be perform
ing three acclaimed pieces that
push the boundaries of artistry
and classical sound.
According to GVNow, Stephen
Hartke's Pulitzer Prize finalist
"Meanwhile" will evoke the surreal
world of an imaginary Asian court
theater with the help of myriad
invented instruments. Frenchman
Philippe Hurel's dense, swirling
hives of notes challenges even
Eighth Blackbird's formidable
skills. Musk by two New York na
tives will round out the program.
Philip Glass"Music in Similar
Motion," with its radically bald,
hypnotic repetitions, retains its
power to shock and delight
• The ensemble will have a
question and answer session fol
lowing the performance.
The second performance is
from 8 to 10 p.m. at the Royce
Auditorium in St. Cecilia's Music
Center, 24 Ransom Str. NE, Grand
Rapids. Joining Eighth Blackbird
will be GVSU's own nationally
acclaimed New Music Ensemble.
The groups will converge on Terry
Riley's dassk score "In C
Special guest New York elec
tronk musician Dennis DeSantis
will also join both groups. The
program will open with Eighth
Blackbird's performance of'Spam"
by star composer Marc Mellits,
who will also be in attendance.
This concert will be the culmi
nation of a two-day Grand Valley
residency by Eighth Blackbird,
whkh will include lectures, coach
ing sessions and panel discus
sions. All events are open to the
public with free admission.
For more Information, call
the GVSU music department at
616-331 -3484 or visit www.gvsu.
edu/musk.
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Announcements
GV Car Show! April 9th from
2pm-6pm. GVSU Allendale
Campus Lot H. Proceeds to
benefit Companions in Cour
age. Free attendance but do
nations are encouraged.
Harvest Health Foods. Your
locally owned natural and or
ganic grocery store. Grocer
ies and vitamins available.
Three locations: Grand Rap
ids, Cascade, Hudsonville.
www.HarvestHealthFoods.co

m
Striders, Downtown Grandville. A true running specialty
store. Shoes and apparel for
running, walking, triathlons,
swimming. (616) 261-9706.
www.stridersrun.com
Want GVSU news now? The
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit
our website, Facebook, You
Tube, or Twitter for the latest
GVSU campus and sports
news, www.lanthorn.com

Services
Ironwood Self Storage,
Walker-Standale area. Com
petitive rates, various sizes
available. Receive a 10% dis
count with your student ID.
(616) 453-2982. www.ironwoodself-storage.com
Experienced Attorney 3 Miles
from Campus. 616.895.7300.
www.davidknoesterDlc.com
616-895-7300

Ride the G.R. Hopper this
weekend. Only $10 per per
son round trip from Allendale
(reservation required). Ride
includes unlimited bar hop
ping and other specials at
downtown bars and restau
rants. Call 616-606-0467 or
email staff@grhopper.com

Wanted
The 2011-12 GVSU Women’s
hockey team in looking for a
hockey individual to be the
team manager. The team
manager would help organize
HOME game day activities as
well as travel with the team
to AWAY games. Anyone in
terested in the position
should email Coach Cory
Whitaker
at
whitakco@gvsu.edu or call
him at 616-299-8713.

Employment
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Housing_______
5 Bed 2 Bath, House for
Rent.
Clean,
recently
painted, washer & dryer,
stove, refrigerator, basement
storage. Close to GVSU
Downtown GR. 302 Gold NW
$1000.00/mo
plus
utl.
616-454-9666
Female Roommate Needed
for 2011-2012 school year at
48 West. $450 per month. 4
bedroom/4.5 bath townhome. Please contact for
more
information
horvate@mail.gvsu.edu
Grand Valley’s best kept
deal. University Townhomes
6 Apartments guarantees the
lowest price per person. En
joy a quiet atmosphere with a
variety of home styles to
choose from less than 2
miles from campus. Call Tim
today 616-477-5511

College Pro is now hiring
painters all across the state
to work outdoors with other
students. Earn $3k-$5k. Ad
vancement opportunities.
1-888-277-9787
or
www.collgepro.com
Work on Mackinac Island.
Make lifelong friends. The Is
land House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are looking for
help in all areas this summer:
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen,
Baristas. Housing, bonus,
and discounted meals. (906)
847-7196. www.theislandhouse.com

House for rent, downtown
GR. Located just one mile
from GVSU’s downtown
campus, right next to 50 bus
stop. 4 bedrooms, 2 bath.
Call (616)437-3214.

Get your news online at

Lanthorn.com
and leave some feedback.
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rapher’s
creation
50 Sharp guy?
55 Author
Wallace
56 He's
abominable
57 Bikini part
58 Harden
59 Puppy bites
61 Horse show
62 Cul-de—
63 Solidify
64 — a
customer
65 Beer barrel
66 Avid hiker?
70 Goodlooking girl?
74 Sneeze and
wheeze
75 Declaim
77 “Le —
Soleil*
(Louis XIV)
78 Loser to
DDE
80 Trolley
sound
83 Great —
84 Toy toter
86 Geog. term
87 Sty cry
88 Part of B.S.
90 Billiards
player?
92 Actress
Gardner
93 LAX letters
94 New York
stadium
95 Veneration
96 Pres,
protectors

kCROSS
1 Ohio city
6 “Serpico"
author
10 Long Island
resort
15 Arafat's grp.
18 Perfect
19 Perry's
creator
20 Ancient
Greek
region
21 CSA soldier
22 Pungent
person?
24 Hit man?
25 Compass
pt
26 Goal
27 Horrid
Heep
28 Swedish
port
29 Fresh
31 Length X
Width
32 Sheik site
34 Coin-toss
call
36 Actress
Rossellini
40 Sly — fox
41 Annoying
woman?
43 Hole
punchers
44 Impact
sound
46 Smeltery
stuff
47 Menno
male
49 Cartog
2

1

4

3

5

18

1

97 Industrious
fellow?
99 Fleur-de----101 Ravenous
105 Pack
peppers
106 Austin or
Smith
108 Rainbow
goddess
109 “Paganini"
composer
111 Flourishes
113 Sluggo’s
sweetie
115 Scepter s
sidekick
118 Clay, today
119 Happy guy?
121 Tool man?
123 Bell and
Barker
124 Glorifies
125 Memo
words
126 Rigg or
Ross
127 Tiny
colonist
128 Hold up
129 Pilsner
130 Seraglio

6

»WtrikYs
° OvApUic* IXsigrteys

1 — dream
2 Mideastern
gulf
3 Devour
Dickens
4 Cal page
5 Entice
6 Servile
7 “La
Rondine"
7

8

38

9 DC figure
10 Pasta
peninsula
11 Eye
problem
12 Tourniquet,

•g

13 Hosp.
area
14 Garden
flowers
15 Egged on
16 Beam
bender
17 Toe the line
20
Oranjestad'
s locale
23 Baseball's
Hershiser
28 “Viva —
Vegas"
('64 film)
30 Clerical
garb
31 Pecs'
partners
33 Inclined
plane
35 Once again
36 Poetic feet
37 Selfgovern
ment, in
India
38 Llama kin
39 86 Across
or 9 Down
41 “Swanee"
singer
42 Corral

q ■

10

11

feature
45 Assent at
sea
48 "O Sole —’
50 VIP
51 Hoopster
Shaquille
52 Zodiac
animal
53 Hostelry
54 Sib’s kid
56 Bear or
Berra
60 School grp
61 Phone
button
64 Shy primate
65 Former
Japanese
capital
67 Pull
sharply
58 Alaskan
bear
69 Epoch
71 Bond foe
72 Deli meat
73 TV’s
“Highway
to —’
76 Golfer's
gadget
79 Comedian
Arnold
80 Runner
Sebastian
81 Ford or
Grey
82 Revolution
ary
84 Create a
caftan
85 Imitates
88 Worn-out
12

13

14

89 Cognitive
91 Publisher
Conde
94 Behaved
like bees
96 Watching
machines?
98 —la-la
99 Livingroom
accessories
100 “— Too
Late’
C71 hit)
102 Fiddle
(with)
103 Roman
structure
104 Saudi city
106 Sullen
107 Absurd
109 Tibetan
monk
110 Dash
112 Tulsa’s st.
114 Farm
measure
115 Actor
Epps
116 Magritte or
Descartes
117 Spooky
Stoker
120 Bunyan's
whacker
121 Triangular
sail
122 Actress
Farrow

115

16

17

[21

20

25

■

27

37

rendition
8 Maui

J
J

23

22

36

DOWN

19

31
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GO FIGURE!

by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith
metic signs in the order they are
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.
DIFFICULTY: ★ ★

• LrtMowl'

★ Moderate ★ ★ Difficult
★ ★★GO FIGURE!

1

23456779
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Look for Go Figure!
answers online at
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'Braggart Soldier' like John Goodman's career after Roseanne
Submarine, kept the integrity of the original script
while making it easy for the audience to follow the
plot, almost to the point of monotony.
At several occasions, the story mover, a slave
named Palaestrio, played by junior theater major
Joe Cox, takes time to address the audience as
well as repeat his lines, which summed up the
plot. This is a traditional feature of the original
play as it used to be a traveling performance and
passers by wIk> stopped to watch could pick up the
storyline. Considering that this set and audience
are stationary, the stops in action for a lengthy
breath of dialogue slow a fast play down.
The production has added several of its own
ridiculous touches, though some seemed to
diminish actual acting. While the idea is to be overthe-top, silly and foolhardy, it is very easy to seem
forced and overbearing. Senseless and comically

By Elijah Brumback
GVLA&E Editor

"Braggart Soldier” was goofy as all hell.
It seemed like a parody of a parody of a parody
of parody of Roseanne, if Roseanne had been
made for Greek daytime television. And like the
glorious age of the early ‘90s, when Roseanne
was one of television’s greatest gladiators that
left no stereotype untouched or cultural attache
unaddressed, neither did the handy playwright,
Plautus, who penned some of the earliest slapstick
comedy the empire ever saw.
In this update, screenwriter and author Eric
Segal, known for his translations of Plautus as
well as The Beatles 1986 animated feature, Yellow

unwarranted screaming helps sparingly to move
scenes in low plot points, but it doesn’t translate
particularly well to the theatre and things turn to
a jumble on the stage as well as in the audience’s
ears. Still, it’s not hard to appreciate a good bit a
choreographed chaos, and “Braggart Soldier” runs
amuck with cartoon absurdity.
Apparently Roman comedic sensibilities
weren’t as highbrow as their history might suggest,
if Plautus had a modem equivalent it’d likely be
director Rob Reiner, whose films “The Princess
Bride” and “Spinal lap” stand as lessons in farce.
“Braggart Soldier” has no shortage of penis
jokes, fart jokes, drunks, insatiable lovers .dimwits,
hand puppets, misogyny, ironic witticisms,
groping, subtle threats of castration, flogging and
prostitutes. With these comedy standards as a
base, the production had a field day winding up
the homeruns.

arts @ lanthorn xom

It's all Greek to me: Brianna Shahly performs as the
goddess Dianna in the play "Braggart Soldier."
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